
Parent/Guardian and Student Guidance for  

Starting School 

GENERAL BUILDING / FACILITY GUIDELINES 

People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported 
ranging from no symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 
days after exposure to the virus. 

Prairie Farm School District Plan for 

Fall 2020  

The goal of the Prairie Farm School District is to re-open school on-site 
and in person 5 days per week this fall. There will be added health and 

safety precautions in place and modifications will be made with scheduling 
to ensure physical distancing to the best extent possible. 

 

 

This plan was developed in 
cooperation with Barron 

County Department of Public 
Health, Barron County 

Schools, and staff members. 
Our school district reserves 
the right to update/change 
any of these guidelines as 

determined necessary in their 
ongoing cooperation with 

Public Health and the 
Department of Public 

Instruction.  

Board Approved: August 4, 2020  Updated: August 6, 2020  

Students will be sent home if they 

are experiencing ANY of the 

symptoms listed below: 

 Fever or chills 

 Shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing 

 New loss of taste or smell 

 Diarrhea 

 Nausea or vomiting 

 New or worsening cough 

If students are experiencing more 

than one of the symptoms listed 

below, staff may send the student 

home: 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Congestion or runny nose 

 Unusual fatigue 

 Headache 

 Sore throat 

Any students or staff with symptoms of COVID-19 should not attend 
school and should seek medical attention. Any students or staff members 
experiencing these symptoms at school should report to their building 
office immediately. Students or staff experiencing multiple symptoms will 
be directed to their healthcare provider. Please reference the symptom 
flow chart found on the district webpage. 

Physical Distancing • The district encourages our students and families to 
practice physical distancing and requires the wearing of face coverings at 
all school events. The district is instituting physical distancing practices 
throughout the school building and during the school day. Classroom 
desks will be spaced out in accordance with health guidelines to the 
extent possible. Any unnecessary classroom furniture will be removed 
from classrooms to allow room for additional physical distancing and for 
sanitation purposes.  
 
Face Coverings • Students and staff will be provided with a cotton face-
mask upon request. Face coverings, that cover the nose and mouth, are 
required for all students and staff in district facilities according to 
Governor Evers’ Emergency Order #1. Face coverings are required for all 
individuals on district property. All face covering designs must be school 
appropriate. Face shields can be worn in addition to face coverings, but 
not in replacement of the face covering. Families are required to wash 
masks depending on the level of use. Disposable face masks are available 
in all office locations.  



Essential Business Only  

If you are a parent, guardian or visitor, we are requesting that you enter the building only if 

you have essential business to conduct. No casual visitors will be allowed. 

Student transportation • Physical distancing will be practiced to 
the extent possible on our school buses. Students and staff are 
required to wear face coverings while utilizing district transportation. 
Students will be assigned seats on each bus based on the order 
of pickup. Siblings will be required to sit together to allow more 
space between groups. Student friends/ visitors will not be allowed 
to ride buses or switch buses for special events or activities (ex. 
birthday parties, Scouts, etc.). Transportation is restricted to those 
living on the route or those attending a childcare facility, baby-sitter, 
etc. Families that can provide transportation for students will be 
encouraged to do so. Hand sanitizer stations will be available on 
each bus.  
 

Field Trips • Field trips and extra-curricular requests will be based 
off Barron County’s COVID-19 risk level, COVID-19 risk level of field 
trip location, travel distance, indoor vs. outdoor activity, extent of 
potential contact with students from other communities. Any 
student or family member are free to choose not to attend without 
repercussions of any form. 
  
Food service procedures • Modifications will be made when 
schedules and logistics allow to reduce the number of students 
eating in the cafeteria at one time. Students will wash hands prior to 
entering the service line or cafeteria. Students will also be trained on 
how to go through the service line. Lunch staff will assist in ensuring 
students practice social distancing in the lunch line. 
 
Snacks • Only individually prepackaged snacks will be allowed. 
No homemade items will be permitted. The school will offer the 
option to purchase individual prepackaged snacks through the food 
service department. 
 
Water fountains • All bubblers on drinking fountains will be 
blocked off. Water filling stations will remain open and students and 
staff will be encouraged to bring personal water bottles at all levels. 
Students will be allowed to have water bottles in all classrooms.  

Offices • Families and students are required to stay behind 
Plexiglass barriers and to maintain physical distancing while in the 
building. Parents should only enter the offices for essential 
business. 
 
Parent Pick-Up and Drop Off • Parents are required to 
remain outside the building when dropping off or picking up 
students before, after or during the school day. Elementary 
end of day pick up will be on the sidewalk near the flagpole. 
Parents should only enter the building if there is essential 
business in the office. 
 

Recess procedures • Students will wash hands or sanitize 
immediately after coming in from recess. Modifications will be 
made when schedules and logistics allow to reduce the number of 
students on the playground at one time.  
 
Student supplies • There will be limited use of community bins of 
markers, pencils or other school supplies within the classrooms. 
Students will be expected to have individual supplies.  

Family  

Responsibilities 

 

Parents/families must not 
send children to school if 
they have a fever or are 
displaying any of the related 
COVID-19 symptoms. 
Families should make plans 
for daily morning monitoring. 
Any students with symptoms 
of COVID-19 should not 
attend school.  

 When in doubt, keep 
your child home and 
consult with your family 
physician.  

 Backpacks and school 
supplies should be 
cleaned frequently.  

 We ask that you review 
our transportation plan 
with your child, so they 
understand the 
importance of our new 
procedures.  

 Please thoroughly read 
any and all updates that 
may come to you in a 
timely manner.  

  



Athletics and Extracurricular Activities • Prairie Farm School District will 
continue to promote and support student participation in athletic and 
extracurricular programs to the extent permitted. Athletic events will follow 
and abide by WIAA and Conference recommendations. Extracurricular 
activities may be altered based on recommendations from state and 
national organizations.  
 
Facility use • The public may request permission to use our building and 
grounds according to our predetermined facilities usage procedures. 
However, at the present time, we are restricting facility usage to school/
student groups only. We reserve the right to deny any request based on 
health and/or safety considerations.  
 
Lockers •  Students are asked to limit time at lockers, use of face coverings 
are required while in the hallway. Backpacks will remain in lockers 
throughout the day. 
 
Volunteer(s) • No volunteers are allowed in buildings until further notice. 
Only board approved volunteers will be allowed at this time. 
 
Special Education/504 Accommodation Plans • Students will continue 
to receive accommodations and services as specified in their individualized 
plans. Evaluation, IEP and 504 meetings will be arranged in a virtual format 
either via video or phone conferencing. 

Cleaning Procedures 

Maintenance/custodial departments will be working at each building level to develop a plan for increased 
cleaning and sanitation. This plan will take the following into consideration:  
 Guidance from CDC and Public Health - A focus on high use areas  
 A balance between what can be done with custodial staff vs. non-custodial staff  
 Use of proper cleaning supplies for respective areas  
 All district buses will be sanitized at least once daily 

  

On-Site/In-Person 

Teachers and students will follow 

their typical schedule 

 Classroom furniture will be 
arranged to maximize physical 
distancing. 

 Learning experiences may be 
modified or removed if they 
require close contact for 
prolonged periods of time 

 All operational protocols and 
expectations as described in this 
plan will be followed. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Individual Distance Learning 

For a variety of reasons, students 
may experience learning at home 
while on-site learning continues 
for most students. This may be a 
result of quarantine or other 
illness. 

 Continue academics via online 
content and video conferencing 
(devices provided)  

 Teachers will continue with 
curriculum to ensure essential 
standards are taught  

 Traditional grading will continue  
 Devices will be provided by the 

school 
 
 

 

 

 

Virtual Learning 

Virtual learning will take place when 
entire classrooms, grade levels or 
school buildings are closed.  

 All students impacted by the 
closure will become virtual 
learners and engage in 
instruction remotely. 

 Teachers will live stream 
instruction from their classroom 

 Online instruction will be 
provided with classes that 
closely match the student’s 
typical schedule. 

 Students must attend class 
virtually when required and 
attendance may be taken. 

 District devices will be provided 
for all students in grades K-12 

 Traditional grading will continue. 
 

Instructional Delivery Models 

Three levels of instructional delivery will be considered due to the COVID-19 pandemic and will be 

determined by the threat of the virus either within a classroom, building or the community:  



PERSONAL 

PROTECTIVE 

EQUIPMENT (PPE) 

AND PRACTICES 

 Face masks, 
thermometers and 
gloves are available 
throughout the 
school day. 

 Additional hand 
sanitizing stations 
will be available 
throughout the 
district. 

 Plexiglass and 
sneeze guards will 
be utilized to limit 
contact in some 
areas. 

 Additional signage 
outlining protective 
safety measures will 
be on display. 

  

Educational Alternatives • Students and families who are not 
comfortable with the safety accommodations have the option of 
enrolling in our virtual program. Our virtual program is contracted 
through Wisconsin Virtual Schools, and classes are not taught by Prairie 
Farm teachers. Transitions between educational format (in-person/
virtual) may only happen at semester. 
 
Information Sharing • When there is new information or updates to 
our district plan, information will be shared in a timely fashion. Some 
information will be disseminated through the One Call Now system. 
Other information will be disseminated on the District Facebook page, 
the District Website or through paper mailings. 
 
Risk Mitigation • We know that we and others cannot stop the spread 
of COVID-19. The best the District can do is to mitigate the risk of 
exposure in the school setting. We cannot state that by re-opening our 
schools we believe our classrooms are safe from exposure to COVID-19. 
However, our plans are developed based on the idea that we can 
mitigate, not eliminate, exposure to the coronavirus. You, as a parent, 
need to decide if you are comfortable sending your child to school 
based on the safety parameters established by the district. 

 

Resources for Families, Students and Staff 

(Links to these resources can be found on the district webpage) 

 COVID-19 Testing Locations 
 How to slow the spread of COVID-19 
 Next Steps: What to do while waiting for COVID-19 test results 
 Next Steps: What to do after you are diagnosed with COVID-19 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ek7jDacsTq_6xLC4lVvPATHwlcMgurpz/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/Young_Mitigation_recommendations_and_resources_toolkit_03_COL.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02599.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02627.pdf

